LCD 101 - Intro to Language			                 Instructor: Elizabeth Schumacher

Assignment 1		
Due:  Sunday October 4 by Midnight
           
IMPORTANT:  To avoid losing points, please read instructions carefully before beginning.

INSTRUCTIONS: 
· This assignment is designed to assess your understanding of -- and ability to apply -- concepts and conventions presented in this course so far. For this reason, please use only terminology, symbols and conventions that are consistent with those presented in the text or in class discussions so far, not those found in outside sources. If you have questions about this requirement, please ask for clarification BEFORE submitting the assignment.
· This assignment is to be TYPED using IPA symbols wherever appropriate.
You may use the following links to get IPA fonts:
https://ipa.typeit.org/full/     OR    https://ipa.typeit.org
https://www.internationalphoneticassociation.org/content/ipa-fonts#winfonts
· Include your name at the top of the document.
· Be sure to use slashes/brackets appropriately in your responses: 
Square brackets ( [  ] ) should be used in the IPA transcription of words. 
Use forward slashes for phonemes ( / / ) and square brackets ( [  ] ) for allophones in phonology problems. 
· When complete, submit as a WORD document via Blackboard.
· YOU MUST COMPLETE AND SUBMIT YOUR OWN WORK.  
· IMPORTANT: Late assignments will have 5 points deducted per day late. No assignments will be accepted more than 5 days after the due date.
· If you have a question about the assignment, feel free to email me: elizabeth.schumacher@qc.cuny.edu
Good luck!
Name __________________________________    Date ____________

LCD 101 - Assignment 1: Phonetics and Phonology

Phonetics (2.2 points each) 

1. What is the three-part description for each of the following consonants?  
Example:  “voiceless bilabial nasal”
a. [f]		________________________________________
b. [n]		________________________________________	
c. [θ]		________________________________________
d. [dʒ]	________________________________________

2. What consonant does each description refer to? Write the IPA symbol. 
a. voiceless glottal fricative 	_______
b. voiced dental fricative		_______	
c. voiced palatal fricative		_______
d. voiced velar stop		_______	

3. What vowel does each phonetic description refer to? Write the IPA symbol.
a. high-mid  back  rounded  tense	_______
b. low  back  unrounded  tense		_______
c. high  front  unrounded  tense	_______
d. low  front  unrounded  lax		_______

4. For each word pair below, choose whether the vowel sounds are the same or different.
Then provided the IPA symbol for each.  
a. just - rule	 	_____ same   _____ different            [   ]  -  [   ]
b. beast - head	_____ same   _____ different            [   ]  -  [   ]
c. maid - said  	_____ same   _____ different            [   ]  -  [   ]
d. nut - put 		_____ same   _____ different            [   ]  -  [   ]

5. Each of the pairs below share 2 out of 3 descriptive features. For each pair, select which feature is different.  
a. [ɛ] and [æ] 	_____ height       _____ frontness/backness     _____ lip rounding
b. [ɑ] and [æ]  	_____ height       _____ frontness/backness     _____ lip rounding
c. [h] and [ʃ] 		_____ voicing      _____ place		_____ manner
d. [n] and [d] 	_____ voicing      _____ place		_____ manner
e. [p] and [b] 	_____ voicing      _____ place		_____ manner

6. What English word is represented by each phonetic transcription below? 
a. [ətʃrækʃən]	_______________________
b. [reɪndʒər]		_______________________
c. [daʊnsaɪd]	_______________________
d. [fjuʒən]		_______________________
e. [ʌŋkəl]		_______________________

7. Provide BASIC (broad) phonetic transcriptions for the following words. You should pay close attention to stress to notice where vowels may be reduced to schwas [ə] in natural speech. (IMPORTANT: Say each word out loud a couple of times first!)  
a. shining		_______________________
b. couples		_______________________		
c. goodness		_______________________		
d. yellow		_______________________

Phonology - General Concepts (2.1 points each)
1. Identify the sounds that are in contrast in the following minimal pairs. Write the IPA symbols.
For example:    sit - bit   	ANSWER:  /s/  /b/
a. pink - punk  	/  / - /  /
b. face - chase	/  / - /  /

2. Write two English words that would be considered a minimal pair showing the following sounds in contrast: 
a. /m/ and /b/ 	________________   _______________
b. /o/ and /i/ 		________________   _______________
c. /t/ and /k/		________________   _______________

3. Identify the natural class represented by each group of sounds below. (Hint: What features do they all share? There will be more than one for each group!)
a. [z, d, r, n, l] 	___________________________________
b. [ɪ, ʊ]		___________________________________
c. [ʒ, v, z, ð, ] 	___________________________________
d. [h, s, f, θ, ʃ]	_______________________________  

Phonological Analysis (16 points)

1. Consider the sounds [i] and [ɨ] (a high central unrounded tense vowel) in the following data taken from certain Northeastern Common Turkic language. 

[bit] 	‘mark’ 		kim]  		‘who’
[il]	‘peace’  		[sɨl] 		‘year’
[ɨt]	‘shoot’		[xatɨn] 	‘woman’
[ɨk] 	‘wring’		[tɨs]		‘paw’ 
[sil]	‘saliva’ 		[kir]		‘nibble’ 

On the basis of this data, answer the following:

a. What is their distribution -- contrastive or complementary? 
b. Are they allophones of one phoneme or allophones of separate phonemes? 
c. If you think they are contrastive, what is the evidence (i.e., minimal pairs/set) that shows this? (And you are done -- you can stop here. Only if not contrastive, continue to 'd'.)
d. If the sounds are not contrastive, complete the chart below to show the environments in which the phones occur. 

	[   ]
	[   ]

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	



Then answer:
e. Which allophone is the basic phoneme? 
f. Write a rule that describes the environment in which each allophone occurs.
For example, "The phoneme ___ is expressed as ___ when ... (describe the condition) and as ___ elsewhere."


2. Consider the sounds [s] and [t] in the data set taken from a certain Polynesian language.

	[tauhi]
	'to take care'
	[sino]
	'body'

	[sisi]
	'garland'
	[totonu]
	'correct'

	[motu]
	'island'
	[pasi]
	'to clap'

	[mosimosi]
	'to drizzle'
	[fata]
	'shelf'

	[motomoto]
	'unripe'
	[movete]
	'to come apart'

	[fesi]
	'to break'
	[misi]
	'to dream'



On the basis of this data, answer the following:

a. What is their distribution -- contrastive or complementary? 
b. Are they allophones of one phoneme or allophones of separate phonemes? 
c. If you think they are contrastive, what is the evidence (i.e., minimal pairs/set) that shows this? (And you are done -- you can stop here. Only if not contrastive, continue to 'd'.)
d. If the sounds are not contrastive, complete the chart below to show the environments in which the phones occur. 

	[   ]
	[   ]

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	



Then answer:
e. Which allophone is the basic phoneme? 
f. Write a rule that describes the environment in which each allophone occurs.
For example, "The phoneme ___ is expressed as ___ when ... (describe the condition) and as ___ elsewhere."
